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News Update 
Uniphase obtains Canadian 
permission for JDS FITEL merger 
UNIPHASE Carp (San 
Jose, CA, USA) is close to 
completing its US$b. 1 
billion merger with JDS 
FITEL (Nepean, Canada). 
The deal recently re- 
ceived approval under 
the Investment Canada 
Act and has also ob- 
tained all of the neces- 
sary anti-trust approvals 
required in both the USA 
and Canada. Following fi- 
nal clearances and ap- 
provals from the US 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the compa- 
nies expect to schedule 
their respective share- 
holder meetings to ap- 
prove the merger in late 
June. 
The merged compa- 
ny, to be named JDS 
Uniphase Corp, will be 
one of the largest and 
most advanced optical 
component and module 
manufacturers in the 
world with global opera- 
tions in eight countries 
serving all major fibre 
optic communications 
markets. Uniphase is a 
leading manufacturer of 
active fibre optic compo- 
nents and modules, in- 
cluding lasers, modula- 
tors and transmitters, 
while JDS FITFL’s wide 
portfolio of passive fibre 
optic products includes 
wavelength division mul- 
tiplexers (WDM), optical 
switches and isolators. 
uniphase Colp; tel: +l- 
4084341800; faxI +l- 
4004333838. 
Briefs 
Chdixd phreoaz Tech- 
nokqgy <Bristol, UR) has 
recently shipped two 
Plasmalab System 100 
modular cluster tools to 
Germany. The first sys- 
tem went to Siemcns in 
Munich for installation 
on its new 6” GaAs line 
and will be used for low 
damage etching in GaAs- 
based HEMT and HRT 
manufacturing. The sec- 
ond, identical system 
has been shipped to the 
F~Iagtltutcin 
Freiburg where comple- 
mentary processes to 
those being run at Sie- 
mens will be investigated. 
TrKLrdnt_ 
(Hillsboro, OR, USA) has 
signed an RFIC product 
development alliance 
with RF IntegWion Inc. 
The agreement is part of 
TriQulnt’s strategy to de- 
velop a network of 
independent, design cen- 
tres to support its GaAs 
foundry services. 
TECSTAR Inc ( (City of 
Industry, CA, USA) is in- 
stalling two automated 
manufacturing systems 
for its solar panel and ar- 
ray fabrication facility. 
Tegir Gore (petaluma, 
CA, USA) is reporting 
strong demand for its 
etch systems from GaAs 
customers. Recent activ- 
ity includes a order for a 
9Ole diode plasma etcher 
from RF Micro Devices 
and an order for a 6500 
series etch system from 
a Japanese electronics 
manufacturer. 
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